Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.106; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.2.
In the title compound, C 9 H 10 N 4 O 2 , the pyridine ring is twisted by 16.5 (1) from the mean plane defined by the remaining non-H atoms. An intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN interaction is present. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link molecules into layers parallel to the bc plane. The crystal packing exhibitsinteractions indicated by the short distance of 3.649 (1) Å between the centroids of the pyridine rings of neighbouring molecules.
Related literature
For the crystal structures of related oxime derivatives, see: Mokhir et al. (2002) ; Moroz et al. (2009) . For 2-hydroxyiminopropanamide and amide derivatives of 2-hydroxyiminopropanoic acid, see: Onindo et al. (1995) ; Duda et al. (1997) ; Sliva et al. (1997a) . For the preparation and characterization of 3d-metal complexes with the structural analog of the title compound, see: Moroz et al. (2008a,b) . For the synthesis of 2-(hydroxyimino)propanehydrazide, see Fritsky et al. (1998) . 
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Crystal data
Data collection
Kuma KM-4-CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: none 10648 measured reflections 2680 independent reflections 2449 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.023 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.039 wR(F 2 ) = 0.106 S = 1.08 2680 reflections 176 parameters All H-atom parameters refined Á max = 0.46 e Å À3 Á min = À0.18 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz À 1 2 ; (ii) x; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À 1 2 .
Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2006); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2006) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . 
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Comment
As a part of our research study we present the structure of the title compound, 1 (Fig. 1) , which comprises several donor groups: oxime, hydrazone, azomethine, and pyridine. It has been shown previously that structurally similiar strand ligand forms mono-and tetranuclear grid-like assemblies with 3d-metal ions (Moroz et al., 2008a,b ).
The C-N and N-O bond lengths in the oxime group, i.e. 1.285 (1) and 1.387 (1) Å, respectively, adopt typical values (Mokhir et al., 2002; Moroz et al., 2009) . The oxime group is in a trans position with respect to the amide group, in accordance with the structures of 2-hydroxyiminopropanamide and other amide derivatives of 2-hydroxyiminopropanoic acid (Onindo et al., 1995; Duda et al., 1997; Sliva et al., 1997a) . This conformation is stabilized by an N3-H···N4 intramolecular interaction ( Table 1 ). The CH 3 C(=NOH)C(O)NH fragment deviates from planarity because of a twist between the oxime and amide groups about the C7-C8 bond; the O1-C7-C8-N4 torsion angle is 173.3 (1)°. The C-N bond length in the azomethine group is 1.283 (1) Å, and the N2-C6-C5 angle has almost ideal value 120.5 (1)°. The pyridine nitrogen atom is situated in an anti-position with respect to the azomethine group.
In the crystal packing, molecules are connected by O2-H···N1 and N3-H···O1 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , where the oximic oxygen and hydrazone nitrogen atoms act as donors and the hydrazone oxygen and pyridine nitrogen atoms act as acceptors. Due to the presence of the system of O2-H···N1 and N3-H···O1 hydrogen bonds, layers parallel to bc plane are formed. The layers are connected in three-dimensional structure by π-π contacts with centroid-to-centroid distance of 3.649 (2) Å, which arise between the pyridine rings of neighbour molecules.
Experimental
The compound 1 has beeen prepared accourding to following procedure: picolinaldehyde (1.1 ml, 0.012 mol) was added to 20 ml of a stirred warm ethanol/water solution of 2-(hydroxyimino)propanehydrazide (1.17 g, 0.01 mol) prepared according to early reported method (Fritsky et al., 1998) . After 20 minutes of stirring at 60°C a yellowish precipitate was formed. It was filtered off, washed with water and acetone and recrystalized from methanol. Yield: 1.65 g, 80%. 1 H NMR, 400.13 , 52.42; H, 4.89; N, 27.17. Found: C, 52.30; H, 4.98; N, 26.98 .
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq O1 0.59592 (7) 0.23238 (7) 0.23853 (7) 0.01751 (17) 
